DAUGHTERS    OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

great-grandchildren  in   Germany,   and  in   1894 a
direct heir of the fourth generation was born to the
English throne.    She went to Coburg this spring for
another marriage between grandchildren :   Ernest,
the elder son of Princess Louis was now Grand Duke
of Hesse and he was marrying Princess Victoria of
Coburg, daughter of the Queen's sailor son Alfred,
Duke of Coburg,    A galaxy of Princes and Princesses,
so many that the Queen gave up the task of enumera-
ting them all in her Journal, awaited her.   Among
them   was   the   Tsarevitch   Nicholas,   son  of Tsar
Alexander III and the Princess of Wales's sister, and
Princess Alix of Hesse, the sister of the bridegroom.
She was now a young woman of twenty-two, shy and
reserved, but of very notable beauty.   For the last
four years Nicholas had been in love with her, but
his   father   had   refused   his   sanction.   What  his
reasons were is conjectural :   he may have thought
on  general  grounds  that  she  was  not  a suitable
woman for the position that would be hers, and he
must   also   have   known   that   her   young   brother
Frederick William   had   suffered from haemophilia,
and that Princess Alix might transmit it to any son
of hers :   this unhappily proved  true.   But now,
knowing that he himself had not got long to live, the
Tsar gave his consent, and Nicholas had come to
Coburg with the intention of winning her.   At first
she was as obdurate as his father had been.   She
wept, she declared it was impossible, for she was very
unwilling  to  make   the  necessary  change  in  her
religion and become of the Russian Orthodox Church.
Here Nicholas's mother, who was in favour of the
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